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tomb of Mary was then in the hands of the
Catholics.    At this moment the Turks have no
portion of it,   nor could we learn from the
keepers of the place that they ever had.   The
tomb of the Virgin is no longer in the possession
of the Catholics, having been  bought out of
their hands by  the Greeks and  Armenians.
These, again, try to rival each other in the costly
yet gaudy decorations of their separate altars,
as well as to drive each other out, if possible, 'by
-intrigues and large payments to the Turks. Both
parties,  however,   look down with sovereign
contempt on the poor Syrians and Copts, whose
altars are so inferior to their own in glitter and
tinsel, but whose hearts, it is to be feared, from
all accounts, are still filled with hatred, envy,
and all uncharitableness toward their pompous
and haughty superiors.
After quitting this sepulchre, we went to an
adjoining grotto, thought to have been the scene
,of Christ's agony and bloody sweat. This is a
small and rude cavern, supported by portions of
the earth left in excavating it, and. has now only
tw;o recesses or altars, with some humble cruci-
fixes made from the wood of the olive-tree above.
This is said to have been the tree under which
Jesus wiped away the drops of blood, after
coming out of this cool grotto at night; for the